PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 



recd 1 6 MAY 2006 



W1PQ. 



PCT 



HOT 



see form PCT/1SA/220 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 436/5.1) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

see form PCT/ISA/220 



International application No. 
PCT/IB2005/003122 



Date of mailing 

(day/moniWyear) see form PCT/ISA/21 0 (second sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International filing date (day/hionthfrear) 
19.10.2005 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
INV. B60K6/D4 B62D21/15 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
20.10.2004 



Applicant 

NISSAN MOTOR CO., LTD. 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



S Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 

□ Box No. Hi 

□ Box No. IV 
M Box No. V 



□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Sl^S^T 0 " 1 UP( i er R V ,e 4 ? bbA (a)(i) with re 9 ard to nove,tv . inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") exceprthaUh^rdoes not aool where 
he app .can chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and il ^^lp^^nXX 

S^^SmS' 66 ' 1biS{b) lHat WriUen ° Pini ° nS ° f thiS 'ntemaSon^ 
If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA th» annii^nt s c 

For further options, see Form PCT/1SAj£20. 
3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/520. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



European Patent Office - P.B. 5818 
NL-2280 HV Rijswijk - Pays Bas 
Tel. +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 651 epo nl 
Fax:+31 70 340-3016 



Patently ag^ 



Date of completion of 
this opinion 



form 
PCT/1SA210 



Form (PCT/ISAC37) (Cover Sheet) {April 2005) 



Authorized Officer 

Wagner, H 

Telephone No. +31 70 340-4185 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/IB2005/D03122 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
M the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andfor table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43*>/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


11 




No: 


Claims 


1-10,12-18 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


11 




No: 


Claims 


1-10,12-18 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-18 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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AUTHORITY (SEPARATF SHFFT) PCT/IB2005/0031P? 



Re Item V. 

1 Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : US 2002/191385 A1 (MIYAZAKI TOSHIHISA) 19 December 2002 (2002-12- 
19) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 



2.1 



The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT 
Document D1 discloses: 

An inverter buffer structure for a vehicle, comprising: 
a buffer member disposed with an inverter in an engine compartment of the 
vehicle and provided between the inverter and a radiator core support that 
constitutes a portion of a frame of the vehicle. 



3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 2 



3.1 



The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT because 
the subject-matter of claim 12 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT 
Document D1 discloses: 

A method of protecting an inverter of a vehicle, comprising: 

disposing a buffer member between the inverter and a radiator core support that 

constitutes a portion of a frame of the vehicle. 

DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-10, 13-18 

Dependent claims 2-1 0, 1 3-1 8 do not contain any features which, in combination 
wrth the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the 
PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

DEPENDENT CLAIM 11 

The combination of the features of dependent claim 1 1 is neither known from nor 
rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 
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